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Laboratory Diagnosis 

• Clinical suspicion is based on the patient’s clinical features (fever, arthralgia, 
rash and conjunctivitis) and travel to an affected area/country within 14 
days. 
 

• Laboratory diagnostic service in HA:  
• For testing of Zika virus, submit request in GCRS with duly completed 

information (see the following slide). 
• Specimen type: Clotted blood / EDTA blood / urine 

 
• For any case requiring  follow-up / additional Zika testing, PHLSB will liaise with 

HA microbiologists and clinicians on the most appropriate test, specimen type 
and timing based on clinical / epidemiological information.  
 

• Because of overlap of areas with active disease transmission and presenting 
symptoms, patients with suspected Zika virus infection should also be evaluated 
for possible dengue fever or chikungunya. 
 



GCRS Capture for Zika Virus testing 



(a) Clinically compatible; and  
(b) Travel history to an affected area within 14 days 

1)  Request in GCRS for Zika and input the following information: 
a) Date of Fever / Symptoms onset compatible with Zika 
b) Travel history to an affected area within 14 days before symptom onset: Yes (place: ______) / No 
c) Date of return to Hong Kong 
d) Pregnant: Yes (date of LMP: _____) / No 

2)  Send Clotted blood / EDTA blood /urine to PHLSB 

Pregnant case 

contact hospital microbiologist for 
urgent Zika PCR test request 

Hospital microbiologist informs PHLSB and CICO 
office to arrange an urgent test, with result in 24 

hours. 

YES NO 

Prevailing laboratory diagnostic arrangement for testing of Zika virus 

Testing will be proceeded according to 
routine schedule at PHLSB 

* Request for Dengue virus should be made to evaluate for possible Dengue fever  



Result will be available within 24 hours. 

In addition to the prevailing laboratory service, time-limited arrangement will be provided for 
returnee from Rio Olympic / Paralympic Games during 8 August – 14 October (∼ 10 weeks) 

Within office hours 
(Monday to Friday, 9am – 5pm) 

Hospital microbiologist informs PHLC to arrange for an 
urgent test. 

YES 
NO 

(a) Clinically compatible; and  
(b) returnee from Rio Olympic / Paralympic Games within 14 days  

Rio Olympic 

05/09/2016 

02/09/2016 

Call hospital microbiologist for urgent 
Zika PCR test request 

* Request for Dengue virus should be made to evaluate for possible Dengue fever  



Surveillance 

• Daily number of Zika PCR test request and results will be 
monitored 
 



Clinics for HK delegates and travellers returning from Brazil 
from 8 August to 14 October 2016 



Notifiable Disease (Cap 599) 
effect from 5 February 2016 

Confirmed case should be 
reported via NDORS 



Infection Control and Isolation Precautions 

• Standard Precautions 
 

• However, mosquito may acquire infection 
when they feed on a viraemic person 
resulting in local spread of the virus 
 

• The confirmed case with Zika virus infection 
should be hospitalized during viraemic 
phase and is required to stay in a vector-free 
(mosquito-free) environment. No isolation 
ward/room is required for the admitted 
patient.  
 

• Isolation order will be issued by a health 
officer from CHP 
 

• Mosquito control in hospitals is important 
 



Communication and Resource 

List of countries/areas reporting vector-borne Zika 
virus transmission is available on CHP website: 
http://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/countries_areas_repo
rting_zika_virus_transmission_eng.pdf  
 

http://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/countries_areas_reporting_zika_virus_transmission_eng.pdf
http://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/countries_areas_reporting_zika_virus_transmission_eng.pdf


Thank you 
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